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4 very god dly and | 


I >ofitable Con » prea- 
| ched at Lee in Eſſex, by Ar- 
| thur Dent, QAtiniſter of 
Gods word. And publi- 

ſped at the req ueſt 

of ſundrie Godly and 

v vell diſfeſed per- 

ſons. 


158 5 7. of March. 


Jo nah. chap. 2. ver. 8. | 
FJ They that w af vpon lying vanities, , 
Forlake their {HF meicie. 
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Al Lthough I was moſte vn- 

J willing that this poore Ta- 
l lent and trauaile of myne, 
* ſoüld ever haue bene bro- 


light: both becauſe it maye 
ſeeme as a Candle lightẽd at no one day: as 
a lſo becauſe many other metines doinges 
might more wofthely a great deale haue 
ben publiſhed, and committed vnto letters: 
Yet becauſe diuers which heard it preached 
with a lively voice, were very inſtant, yea, 
and more tlien· importunate with mee to 


coulde not welbgainęſay I did at the laſt 
yeeldè to their requeſt, and ſo this vntime- 


ly fraite is come abroade, to be ſold ein o- 
pen markettes. Let no man be offended 
that J haue not ſtrained my ſelfe to flye an 
high pitch, to fome out the froth of mans 
wildome,and to make a great ſhew of lear- 
ning, by blowing the bladder of vanity, till 
it burſt with ſwelling. For that is not my 
vie, I ſeeke eſpeciall the ſaluation of the 
EL a Ar 2 ſumple, 


. 
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5 To the R eader. 


ſimple and ignorant, and therefore ſtoupe 
downe to their reach and > e There- 


fore I beſeeche thee gentle Reader, accepte 


my good meaning : Reade this with- 
out preiudice, like it as thou 
profiteſt, ſo ſhalte thou 
haue praiſe of God, & 


comforte in thy 


conſcience. e 
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of Repentance, 


The Text. Lube. 13. 5. 


"| tell Jon nay: but except you repent you 
3 Hall likewiſe periſh. 


YON (22 pe occaſion of theſe woꝛ⸗ 
. ARS = des of our Lo2de and Daui- 
l our Jeſus Chziſke, was bis 
12 @W]| canſe there were cerfayng 
NO P/ that ſhewed him of the Ga 
| —illleans, whoſe bloud Pilate 
had mingled with their owne Sacrifices: 
That is, murthered them as they were 
ſacrificing : and ſo their bloude was min⸗ 
gled with the blond or the beaffes whiche 
were ſacriffced. Thoſe men therefoze, 
though that theſe Gaiileans were greater 
ſinners then all other Galileans , becauſe 
they hay ſuffered (ache thinges. And that 
thoſe rviii.alſo,vppon whome the Tower 
in Siloam fell and ſlue them, were finners 
aboue all men, that dwelte in Yieruſalem, 
Ulherein they did bffer a ſecref cozrapfis 
naturally ingendꝛed in all men, that is ve⸗ 
rie ſharply to ee into the ſinnes of others, 
ut ſeuerelp to cenſure the; but in themeane + . 
| a:; * whi 


* — ys 
* 
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A Sermon 


while fo flatfer themſelnes, x to be blind⸗ 
fold in ſceing their owne ſinnes. Foꝛ theſe 
men thought, becauſe the like iudgmentes 
did not fall vpon them, therfoze they were 
ſafe inough,they were not fo great ſinners 
but rather highly in the fanoar of GD D. 


_ Acco2ding as manp doe falfip ſuppoſe, that 
thoſe are alwayes the woꝛſt ſo2t of people 
whome Sod doeth moſte ſtrike, and p2efſe 
with his puniſhing hande, hauinge foꝛgot⸗ 
ken that God doeth not keepe an oꝛdinarie 

rate here belowe, to puniche cuery man as 


he is wozl,o2 to faucur and cocker him as 


he is beſt, but onely taketh lome examples 


as he thinketh god; foꝛ the inſtruction and 
aduertiſement ok all others, and to be as it 


were lwking claſſes, wherein euerie man 


may ſx his owne face, yea, and his owne 


catiſe handeled, e that God is a leuere res 
uenger of ſin, that all men male learne by 


the example of ſome, to tremble & beware, 


leaſt peraducnture they bee wozthily con- 
ſtrapned to kerpe their owne turnes, and 


to knowe what they haue deſerued. Theſe 


men whiche bꝛoughte theſe newes to our 
Sauiour Chꝛiſt, had not taken fw2th this 


ledon, wherevpon our PSautour is iuſtiype 
occaſio⸗ 


of Repentance, 


' vecaffoned fo coꝛrecte their erroneons, and 
ſiniſkerJudgement,and fo teach them that 
they muſt not reioice at the iuſte puniſhe- 

ment of athers, but rather to bee infiruced 
thereby fo repentance, 

And farther fo ſigniſie, that God doeth 
not al wapes molt puniſhe the moſte noto⸗ 
rious offenders, as Murtherers, Theeues, 
Robbers, Whozemaifters,'Blaſphemers, 
Aunartellers,Dcoffers, and ſuche like, but 
reſerueth them vnto the iudgement ofthe 
greate daie, and as it were fafteth the:na- 
gain? the date of laughter: and therefoze 
be anſwereth them negatiuely,and ſayeth 
nay,02 not ſo, but excepte you repente, vou 
thal all likewiſe pertſh:as if he ſhould lay, 
are you of this opinion indeede, that onelie 

monſtruous Sinners are puniſhed in this 
wozlde,x others let alone: oz that the Ga- 
lileans, and theſe etghtzne vppon whome 
the Tower in Siloa fel, were greater ſin⸗ 
ners then all others? D2 doe you thinke 
becauſe the ſame Judgementes haue not 
light vpon voustherefore pou ſhal ſteale as 
way inthe darke, x eſcape the Judgement 
of God: N9, no, vou are decepued. Foz A 

' ſate bnfo vou, that, except you monrne and 

lame ank 
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Lament fo2 your ſinnes, and fall to ſome a- 
greement with God in time (you I ſay, e⸗ 
uen pou whiche are fo readie to convemne 
others, and iuſtiſie pour ſelues) ſhali not 


onelp periſh with the like indgementes in 


this pꝛeſente wo2lde, but be euerlaſtingly 
condemned in the woꝛld fo come, So that 
our Sauiour in ſo ſaying, doeth thunder 
doblunc a moſtke dꝛeadfull ſenfence vpon all 
our heades:foꝛ he toncludeth and ſetteth it 
downe, that all men lining vpd the face of 
the earth, whether they bee highe 62 !owe, 
rich oꝛ pooꝛe, vvung 62 olde, noble oz vnno⸗ 
ble, learned 02 bulearned, ſimple oz poly- 
ficke,of what eſtate, degree, and condition 
ſoeuer they bee ltaing , and dping without 
repentaunce,ſhall periſhe and bee damned 


in hell fire foꝛ euer. The Scripfares are 
ful of ſuche Thunderboltes: lohn. 3.18. 


Hee that beleeueth not is damned alreadie, 


And a. Cor. 13. verſe. 5. Proone your ſelues 


whether you ate in the Fay th, examine 
your ſelnes. no we pee not pour owne (els. 
nes that Joſus Chꝛiſt is in pou, except pee 
bee ide Where the Apoſtle flatlie 
ſetteth domne, that all thoſe whiche haue 
not Chꝛiſt dwellirg; in their harts by faith 
which 


of Repentance, 


whichiis the honſhold fiſter of repenfanc?, 
are no better then repꝛobates, caſtawapes, 
and condemned perſons, But becanſe the 
molt people in thoſe dapes are grollpe de- 
teiued in repentaunce, both concerning 
what it is, what it meaneth, what it wooꝛz⸗ 
keth, what bee the qualities, 4 conditions 
of if, which be the tauſes, and which be the 
lets and hinderaaces,and allo why, when. 
and wherefoze we ſhould repent. Therkoze 
J haue in pꝛeſẽt intent to teach lirſt what 
is repentaunce. Secondly, which bee his 
qualifies and effectes. Thirdly, when wee 


ſhould repente, Fourthly, wherefoꝛe wee 


ould repent, And laſt of all what letteth 
vs from Repenfaunce; whiche o2der, and 
methode of teaching although ſome maye 
millike (as indeede with me it is not oꝛdi⸗ 
narp,) pet conlide ring the matter J haue 
in hand, I thinke it not inconnenient. But 
the matter. Repentance is an inward ſoz - 
rowing, and continuall mourninge of the 
heart and conſcience fo2 ſinne iopned with 
fayth and both in warde, and ontwarde as. 
mendement: Inward I ſay in chaunging 
the thonghtes and affections of the hearte: 
» and ontwarde in chaunging the woozdes, 


4 5 and 
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Ed Wozkes from euill fo god. This re⸗ 


pentaunce no doubte was in Daud , who 
whe he was conertly repꝛoued bp the pꝛo- 
phet Nathan, and his ſinnes laid befoꝛe his 
epes, did not ſtubboꝛnly dekende them, and 
ſo iuſtle againſt Gad: noꝛ vet lecreflie ex⸗ 
cule them, and daube them oucr, but erped 
out in the bitterneſſe of his hearte: J haue 
ſinned, and thervpon made the 51. Plalm. 
A Pfalme indeed full 9fdolour and heaui⸗ 


nes: Mherein the Prophet bewayleth his 


falles, lamenteth his ſinnes, and pꝛaieth e⸗ 
nen koꝛ a new? hearte, and a newe ſpirite, 


newe thoughtes , newe affections, newe 


purpoſes of amendment of life. Do that in 
Dauid we mate ſe an inward ſoꝛroming, 
a laffing griefe (as the booke of Plalm: 

doeth euerie where declare, whiche lapeth 
him out as it were in an Anotamie) pea, 
and greate rekoꝛmation, both in inwards, 
4 onfward ſinnes. Bere therefo2e beholde 
What is Repentaunce.Lik2wife S. Peter 


though inffrmify hauing denied his Lo2d 
and Paylker Chꝛict, and bing punched of 
his owe conſcrence, x wakened weth the 
alaran ofa py? Cockes crowing, wente 
gut of the Saur te of Pilate with a heauts 


of Repentance, 


\hearf weeping bitterlie, euer after ſtout⸗ 
lie pꝛokeſſing Thailte even vnts the death, 
Se then what is Reperifaunce, The P29- 
| pbetes i in the olde Teſtament exhoꝛtinge 

p rebellious Jewes vnto Repentante, ble 
- commonly an Pebꝛew verbs which fignts 
"beth turne pe, oꝛ returne pee x come backe 
again, by the lohich Metaphoꝛs is meank, 


that like as a man that is ſtraped karre out 


ok his way, muſt turne quite backt Egaine 
the confrary way: Da thoſe p; haue ſtray⸗ 
ed from the wayes or Godlinelle, kd the 
way of ſinne, muſt come backe againe, as 
faſt as euer they went foꝛ warde, x altoge⸗ 
ther change the courle of their life: ſo that 
Repentaunte is an earneſt turnings vnto 
God with all our hearte, ſoule, and minde. 
Saint zohn Baptist, and the apoties in 
the ewe Teſtament exho2ting vnto Res 
pentaunce,vſe a Greeke woꝛde which fig- 
nificth a chaunging of the mide after- 
warde, oz aftcrwitte, ſo that thoſe whiche 


thꝛough their follie + want of foꝛmer wit, 


haue flipped into the deepe pit, and daun⸗ 
gerous gulfe of ſinne, when they come to 
themſciues, & haue recouered their wits, - 
will ber wile afterward , + take herde they 

neuer 
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neuer tome there againe acco2ding to the 
Pꝛonerb: Che burnt childe will take heed 
ofthe Fire. By this time 3 hope von ſee 
what is repentaunce. Jt is not encry ſoꝛ⸗ 
robe, but ſozrowe fo2 ſinne, not foꝛ ſome 
inne, but foꝛ all ſinne, not fo2 an houre, but 
foꝛ euer, not foꝛ a day, but conftanally, not 
foꝛ a week, but as longe as we line, Some 


thinke euerie ſoꝛrow is repentaace: but ſo 


ſhould wo2ldlinges repent. Some thinke 
euety lifle pante fo2 ſinne is repentaunte: 
ſo ſhould Pharaoh repente. Some thinks 


- All weeping and lamenking fo2 ſinne is re⸗ 
pentaunce:ſo ſhould Elau, Judas t Caine, 


repent. Some thinke every litle humbling 


Achab repent. Dome think y good words, 
and good ptrpoles ts Repentaunce : but 
ſo ſhoulde euerie ſicks man repent, - Dome 
thinne p rekoꝛmation of woꝛds and deeds, 
is Repenfaunce: but ſo ſhoulde cinill men 


repent. Some thinke that crye God mercie 


is repentaunce:and ſo ſhoulde euerie foole 
repent. You ſee therfoꝛe how many are de- 
cetued in repentaunce: but if you will ſee 
what it is indeede, looke backe to p which 
path beene ſaid aloe. Foz hee that will fo 

vent * 


of our lelues is repentaunce : but ſo ſhould | 


of Repentance. 
pent in good earneſt, muſt not hang dow 
his heqatike a Bulrnthe foz a dape onely, 
and ſo haue doone, no2 crie from the teeth 
dutwarde, Loꝛd haue mercte on me, and ſo 
awap:but he muſt make a back reckoring 
with diltgente confideration of his fozmer 
life, As did the Pzophet Dauid. P (al, 119, 
ver. 59. I haue conſidered my wayes and 


turned my feete vnto thy teſtimonyes. 

Do muſt euerie one that meaneth to repet 
flinke aſide into ſome coꝛner oꝛ out plate, 
that there hee map haue roome enough fe 
beate his owne conſctence., 4 to make his 
heart (mart foꝛ his ſinnes, by aggrauation 
thereof, weighing all the cirtumſtances, 
as in the 9,of Daniel: The Church of God 
confeſſeth her ſinne, not lIightlye but with 


woonderfull great exaggeration , and hea- 


ping of one thinge to another. Dg that if 


is not enough t o ſay J haue ſinned; but to 
ſay J haue moſt traitrouſip ſinned, J haue 


moſt obſtinatly, careleſlp, and rebellioufly 


à place, in ſuch a houre, in ſuch tompanie, 
in luch a dap. In ſuche a coꝛner in the 
darke J tommitted adulterie cloſly, when 
* thought nane 1 ſcene mee: In ſuche a 
i | chamber 


— · — rs” 


finned, J haue moſtronſly offended in ſuch 


59 A Sermon 
Chamber J dellled my neighbours wike 2. 
mine owne.confciente doeth acute me of! 


it. In ſuche and ſuch comvanie 3 haue 


bone dꝛonze; J.haue (poken and railed a⸗ 
gain Gods worde; J haue mocked the 
pꝛeachers, haue ſpared no othes, no: fils: 
thy ſyæch, and now O Todes lozde, what 
an vgiey monſter, and wꝛetehed villaine | 
am J. Bere ſtand befoze thy pꝛeſence alt 
nak es, blinde, wounded, pe, wꝛetched 
and miſcrahle,hauing delerued a thouſand: 
damnattons, il thou ſhouldeſt enter into 
iudgement, and trie the lawe with me. 
Theretoꝛe ⁊ beſerche thee ſhe wo pitie, and 
compaſſion vpon me. Anoint my woundes 
With the ople af anercy : reſtoꝛe mee my 
light, cloath my nakednes, enrich mo that 
am poꝛę, lirengthen me that am weake: 
heiße mee that sMfallen : oh bid me not 


farewell. The infant duercömeth his mo- 
EY ther with crping, the child his father with 


Werping, x the leruaunt his miſter by en⸗ 
treatp, t wilt not ) be intreated D L920? +: 
Thus 5 I ſay if euexie man would ſpeak in 
his conſcience to God, F fyus narrowip oz 
moe narrowly, examine himſelf, vndoub⸗ 
tedly he were in the way al r eee ; 


Lepentance. 


But alas be isa role to ſxjow the . 
blinde Bufards, and croved cancrewoꝛ⸗ 
mes of this woꝛlde, go awꝛpe from this 
rule, deceiuing themlelues with the bare 
title and naked name of repentance. Ma⸗ 
ny in derde can talke of it: but few walke 
it it. Many ſpeake of it: but fewe fele it. 
Maͤnp defccibe it: but fewe know it. It is 
hidde and locked vp from the wozlde, and 
reuealed onely to Gods childzen. == 
think they haue caught it, when they haue 

but the ſhado w of it. It is ſo high that few. 
can reache it. It is fo deepe that few ran 
come to the bottome of it. It is ſo narrow 
that fewe can pearce inks it. So wide that 
few can compꝛehend it. So flipper, that 
fewo tan holde it. 80 ſecrete that few can 
finde it. Therefoze my deare bꝛethꝛen, . 
beltech vou let vs p2ay vnto our God, that - 
hee wonlderencale vnto ds this 1 — 
which is hid from the oz! d, that emp 
truly ſce it, and know if, lind it, x l elle 10 | 
our endles comfo:t,t920hgh Chꝛil Ielus: 
| which grace he graunt ds. 

| But now to the ſeconde point tonter- 
ning the qualities, and krnites of repen- 0 
tance. Dn ſpecial} qualitie Mf repentance. 
65 
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is alwayes to bꝛinge with it remiſſion of 
B finnes: fo2 where true repentance goeth 
befo2z,there remiſſion ot ſinnes muſte ne 
coſfarity followe after. not that repentance | 
deſerueth remiMion of inne: but becaule 
Where God worketh repentance, there hee 
pardoneth ſin becauſe of his p2z2miſſe. As 
in Ezech. 18.27. When the wicked tur- 
neth awaye from his wickedneſle that hee 
hath committed, and doeth that which is 
lawfull and nghte, he ſhall ſaue lus ſoule a- 
liue. And againe, lay. 55.7. Let the wic- - | 
ked forſake his wayes, and the vnrighteous 
his owne imaginations, and returne vnto . 
the Lorde, and hee will haue mercy yppon 
him. So here we ſee to whom fozgiueneſſe 
of annes 3 and che mercies of God belon⸗ 
geth: Pamelp to the penitent ſinners, to 
thoſe that leaue ſinne, and imbꝛate Godli⸗ 
nes:to thoſe that fezſake his owne waies, 
and imaginations, t turne bnto the L02d, 
And as fo2 ſach as walk on in their owne 
wayes, and follow 5 delightes of ſin with⸗ 
put any ſozrow, o: pur poſe to leaue them, 
they haue nothing to doe wich the mercie 
of God: & though Jeſus Chaiſte hav ſun - 
fred an hundzed deathes (which could ys * 
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of Repentaurice. 


bee) pet thal no vnpenitent ſinner have re⸗ 
miſſion of his ſinnes by his death, noꝛ any 
other benefites of his Paſſion, foꝛ they bes 


long onelp to his Churche, and choſcn peos- 


pie here vpon the carth. Be thereſoze that 
is not of the Church, he that is not grafted 
into Chꝛiſt by fayth,he that is not a mem · 
ber of his myſtical bodp, can iniop nothing 
by Chꝛiſtes death. It any man abide not in 
me, he is caſt fooith as a braunch; and wi- 
thereth, and men gather them, and caſte 
them into the fire, and they burne. Iohn. 15. 
9. We reade in the 29. of Deutcronomie, 
Howe God barreth all ſtubburne ſinners 
from his mertie, and doeth molt terrible 
ſhote out againſt _ Yee that heareth 
the wo2des of this curſe; and bleſieth him 
ſelke in his hearf,ſaping, I ſhal haue peace 
although J walke according to the cub⸗ 
barnnes of dur owne heart, thus atving 

d2onkennefſe to thirſte: the L02d will not 


be mercifull vnto him, but then the wꝛath 


of the Loꝛde, and his icalonſie ſhall ſmoke 
againſt that manne; and enery curſe that 
is wꝛitten in this booke, ſhal light vppon 
x bim. So that God ſaith playnely, hee hath 

" mercie fo? ſuch as walke in the vayne 


5 wy 


_ — — — 5 we << — 5 = 
— — 6 — — 
„ net 8 - 
he” of 


3 A, a 


# 
— 
Gomes a2 eng ce, PIT eV ATE Wome 
D  wwrnac .  eonT oo on 


- — 
— — 


1 
x 
y 
' n. 5 
FEE -( 
N 5 
| q | 
171 
4448 
" : © * 
iu! 
14 il 
* Rn 4 
1 | 
af 4 1 
4 1 | 
$ 4 
7 
4 


\ 
#4 10 
=”: | 

1 

7 

©. 


a ES — * 5 
r — - 
: 


— * „ . W Yrs” 4 — — CO * — 
* ©: $54 ” * 3 —ů— — 0 82 2 FX — r eg © 
a. * FIR 2 5 ol * N ” * N * ” 4 
> 22 2 _ 8 
. * of TY © ” — 


r 


2 Ny _ > NE — * * » 
— com, 3 4 
7 9 . * 0 — — ” 
* . * * din v 


A Sermon 


delights of ſinne, and in the ſtubboꝛnes of 
their owne heart, adding dꝛunkenneſſe to 
thirſt, that is one ho2rible fin to another. 
Pet foꝛ all this it is a wonder to ſte, how 5 
blind woꝛmes of this earth deceine the ſel⸗ 


ues. Fo? they thinke whatſocuer they ſay, 
whatloeuer they doe, be it god, be it euill, 


whether they repet, oꝛ not repent, pet they 
halbe ſaued bychꝛiſts death, as thogh they 
would make if a baud to their ſinnes, © lo 
Wohle that villanp againſt Chziſt. J hope 
fo be ſaued by Chꝛiſts death, alwell as the 
beſt of them all ſapth ſome. Wut where 1s 
thy repenfaunce thou miſerabl2 w2etche? 
Doeſt thou thinke that Gods mercy is 
common to all: and Chꝛiſts death a baude 
for thy fringes? No no, when it commeth to 
the vpſhotte, chou ſhalt ſtoppe ſhozte, Foz 
it wili pꝛoue farre other wiſe: foꝛ thou ſhalt 
finde Gods mercpe turned into Juſtice: 
and Chꝛiſtes death into NMlozmwod: be- 
caule thou hatedſt knowledge, and choo- 
ſedſc not tze feare ofthe Loꝛde. Thus you 
fre my deare bꝛethꝛen, that Repencaunce 
mut needes go befa:e foꝛgiueneſſe of ſin⸗ 


nes, x where if leadeth not the way, there 
{5s gates of Oods mercie are chutte vp, 


and 
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of Repentance. 
and this is the firſt qualitie of repentante. 
It hath alſo another condition and that is, 
to alter and chaunge men krom that they 
were befo2e, not in the ſubſtance and pꝛo⸗ 
po2fton of the body: but in the qualities x 
conditions of the minde. Foꝛ wholoeuer 
hath truely repented, you hall by and by 
ſ& a moſte marueilous, and wonderfull 
chaunge in him, ſo that he Will not doe as 
he hath done, noꝛ ſpeake as he hath ſpoke, 
noꝛ compante as he hath companied, roz 
play the god fellowe (as they ferme it) as 
he was wont to do, noꝛ runne to the ſame 
exceſſe of riot he was wont. And this is ik 
that amazeth the world, and cauſeth them 
to bꝛiſtle and fone at the month like wild 
Woꝛes, and to ſpeake cuil of them that are 
turned vnto God. Foꝛ the wozlde loueth 
his owne, and cannot abide that GOD 
ſhould plucke one feather fro his Wings, 
But repentaunte doth violently pull men 
put of the clawes of Dathan, and chaunge 
them from the conditions of the wo2ld,fo2 
it maketh of pꝛeude, humble, of hurtefull, 
harmeleſle, of cruell, merke, of Wioincs, 


,Lambes,of Lions, Sheepe, of adulterers, 
Chaſte liners,of Dꝛunkardes, ſcbcr men. 
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ok Swearers, reuerent ſpeakers, of Ha⸗ 
ters, Loners, of Deſpiſers, Jmbzacers, 
of Scoffers, Followers, of Carthlp, Yea- 
nenly,of Denils,Datndtes. All this woꝛ⸗ 
keth Kepentance. Paul frauelled towards 
Damaſcus, a Woolfe, a Perſecater, a 
bloodſucker, an hater,a deſpiſer: but cre 
he came there, he was quite chaunged,and 
eleane of an other mind. So mighty was 
he that met him by the way: Mhen Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt ſent downe the holy Ghoſt vpon his 
Diſciples, accoꝛding tohis pꝛomiſe., there 
were lome lcoffers at Yieroſalem, which 
mocked and ſaid, they are ful of new wine: 
But the ſame men crped out by and by af- 
ker, men and bꝛethꝛen, what (hal we doe 
to be ſaued, Here was a moſte wonder⸗ 
fall and ſodaine chaunge. See then the 
koꝛce of Kepentaunce, when God ſtriketh 
it into the heart of man, and dꝛiueth the 
naple to the head as they ſay. It eſfedeth 
that which all the wiſedome and policte of 
man, is not able fo bꝛing to palle, no when 
they haue p2olled hether and thether, and 
kuüde their hcades fogether, and ſought al 
the cozners of their wits, yet can they not 
tell which wart to turne their hande, oz 
whers 


c 


of Repentance 


Where fo begin fo chaunge the hearfe of a 
man, and fo conuerfe him to God, Theres 
foze Repenfaunce is fronger then all the 
whole wo2lde, and woozketh that whiche 


all men with their naturall wittes , fine 


heaves, and deepedeniſes can not com⸗ 
_ paſſe fo2 the conuerſion of a Sinner, is a 
woozke ſupernaturall, Here then we haue 
a claſſe to beholde gur ſelues in, whether 
euer we have Repented oꝛ no. Fo2 if wee 
find not this change and alteration in bs, 
we hane-not repented,and ſo conſequently 
remaine vader Damnation. Thereſo2e, 
let euerie man looke vnt6 himſelfe , fo: 
marke how mache he 1s chaunged, and al- 
fred from his fozmer euill wapes, ſo much 
bath he repenfed . Andhe that 1s the ſame 
man he was thꝛee, foure, eight, nay thict ie 
peares agoe, ſurely, ſurely, hee hath not 
repented, and therefoꝛe abideth in damna⸗ 
tion. J maruell then howe thoſe menne, 
which neuer felt ante change, oz alterati⸗ 
on wꝛought in them, nap, whole conſciens 
ces tell them, that they are not chaunged, 
ne knowe what it meaneth, can haue any 
bope of ſaluation: Unletle peraduenfure 
they beleeus not this docrine,oz think it to 


1 3 be 


A Sermon 


be falſe, But J will ſende ouer theſe men 
to ſuche as haue bene in the like caſe they 
nowe are, and pet thought they might doe 


well enough foꝛ all that, although both 


blinde in Judgement, and co2rupt in con- 


1 haue knowen and doe knowe 
7 4 Which bcioze their connerfion , and 


inen chaunge, were counted as honeſte 


men, as euer bꝛake bꝛeade, and as ſub⸗ 


Tantiall men as an coulde bee, as true 


dealers, vpꝛight liuers, d god kouſckess 
pers as any of their neigghboures, yca, and 
they had the ſame opinion of them ſelncs 
tod: And pet notwithſtand ing when they 
haus felte Repentaunte workinge this 
chaunge and alteration in them, through 
the pawer ol the S pirite, at the pꝛeaching 
of the wo d, and when they haue had new 
heartes ginen then to dilterne better, and 
nelur epes to ſe betten, as men come ent 


of a dame haue wondem d and marueiled 


af the palpable and grofſo darkeneſte they 
were tn-befo:e.; and haue burſt fo:ththfs 
theſe weoꝛdes, that they woulde not berein 


the lame caſe tyey were akoꝛe, no not foꝛ ab 


the wozidss godes, for if thep thoaldhane: 
died ü that caſe der ne they thow 


1 ; haue 
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of Repentance. 

haue been? damned: But J pꝛap pou what 
caſe were they in bekoꝛe, were they not 
god honeſt men, k well accounted of, and 
honeſt liuers, and well taken whereloeuer 
they came? Burelp they Were ſo taken in 
the woꝛld, but nowe they thinke far other⸗ 
wile of thẽlelues, their eyes being opened, 
and their Judgementes enlightened , foz 
nowe they ſer that they ſawe not befo2e , 
nowe they vnderſtand 5 God condemueth 
many, whome the woꝛlde inffifieth, Mer 
thinketh this example ſhoulde make cinill 
and wozldely men ſe? and ſuſpecte them- 
ſelues, and knowe their owne milerie be- 
foꝛe God. Fo2 theſe men were as god 
as ſhep befo2e their conuerſion, and pet ak⸗ 
terbarde confeſſe p they were plunged in 
the Botlome of Hell, and dꝛowned in the 
deapth of Damnation. Be that hath cares 
to 43 let him heare and he that hath 
eyes to ſo let him ſee: Foꝛ if menne wil 
ſtill ſwth them ſelues fo2 all this, that they 
ſhalbe ſaued without feeling any chaunge, 
02 wozke of repentaunce: 

It will coſt them full deare in the ende, 
foz Chꝛiſtes woꝛdes will pꝛoue true, that 


" wholozucr repenteth not al bie damned, 


4 that 
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that is, Whoſocuer doeth not feele in him 


ſelfe what is Repentance, and find in him 


ſelfe the qualities thereof ſhal be tondem⸗ 
ned. Fo2 where Repcutannce is, there be 
the qualities of Repentaunce , and where 


the qualities be abſent, there is no true re- 


penfaunce, Do that where Ch2ylt ſaycth, 
Except pe repent pee ſhall all periſh? It is 
all one, as ik he had ſayde, except pe knowe 
the truth of Nepentaunce, ercepte pee can 
pꝛoue vnto your conſciences the fo2giues 
neſſe of pour linncs, excepte you feele a 
chaunge and alteration in the bottome of 
your heart, of all your ſo:mcr lewd wates 
and mildemeanout, vou ſhall ſurely periſh 
and be damned. But let vs pet a little fur⸗ 
ther ſcarch out y qualities of Repefaunce, 
the Apoſtle in the ſeuenth Chapiter of the 
ſecond Epiſtle to the Co2inthians ſet- 
teth downe ſenen'natable qualities, and 
effeds of Repentaunce · The firſte of them 
he nameth Care. Foꝛ beholde ſaith he, this 
thing that you haue byn godlie ſozte what 
Care it hath w2ought in pou, that is, an 
carneſt ſtudie, and as it were a takinge 
thoughte to plcaſe God. Foz where true 
Kepentance hath once wzought, there fol⸗ 

lowety 


— 


of Repentaunce. 


loweth great care afterward, Care J fap 
fo liue in the obedience of God, Care to 
keepe a good conſctence, Care to rekoꝛme 
our houſholdes: Care to inſtruct Wyues, 
Childzen and Seruauntes in the knowe⸗ 
ledge of G O D: Care to pꝛap with them 
MPoꝛning and Cuening: and generallpe 
Care to perfourme all duefies belonging 


vnto God, ſothaf Repenfaunce is not a 


car eleſſe, but a carefall thinge. Let not 


men thinke therekfoꝛe, that although they 


welter in the careleſneſſe of the lleche, and 


A. 
3 
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flepe in ſecuritte all the dayes of their life, 
pet their repentance is good inongh, yea 
and though they ſpend whole dayes, Nigh 


tes, Monethes and Peares in vanities, 


Plapes and paſtimes, in Jdlencſſe,fonde, 


delight, pleaſure, and voluptuoulneſſe, in 
negligence ok all dueties, foꝛgetfulneſſe of 
God, and contempte of all good thinges: 
Pet foꝛ all this they repct fo2 their ſinnes, 
and hope fo be ſaued as well as anp other. 

But alas how can theſe thinges ſtand to⸗ 
gether to repent fo2 ſinne, 2 to delight in 
ſinne, to hate ſinne, and lone ſinne. £9 flie 
from ſinne, and to follow after ſinne. But 


| theſe men J perceiue, would fayne make 


Saint 
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Saint Paule a lpar. Foz he ſapeth, a man 
hath neuer repented, except he bee carefult 
afterwarde to pleaſe God. They lap they 
do repent, c haue repented: although they: 
Une neuer lo w2etchedly, x careleſly. But 
when all licencious and leud liuers, filthie 
whoꝛemongers, boaſtlp belligoddes, and 

tareleſte caitiffes, come to the kingdom of 
J are ſaued: then thall theſe men 
aiſo come with them to be ſaued by kareles 
repentaunte. e 

The nert qualitie and effect of Repens 
taunce is named, clearing of our ſelues, 
that is, diſcharging of our ſelues „ when 


inne doeth accuſe vs, and laye thinges to 


our charge, fo2 when ünne and Sathan 
doeth ferrifie the conſcience of v poꝛe pes 
nitent ünner, by and by he flerth · vnto God 
and aſketh fazgiueneſſe th2oughe Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, and ſo cleareth himſelſe, and ma- 
keth his Apologie agatuir ſinne, and Sa- 
than, like as a man that is pꝛeſented into 
the Court, vppon ſulpicion of whoꝛedome, 
2 any other notoꝛious crime, muſte cleare 
bimleife by wiknelles, of that whiche is 
iapde to his charge. Do the conſcience that 
is cited by Sathan bekoze the Jufice, and 
Judge⸗ 


* 
as 


* 
1 


of Repentance. 


Judgement ſeate of God, cleareth if ſelfe 
by Repenfaunce, and al keth foꝛgiueneſſe 


thꝛough Jeſus Chꝛiſt. So that here wee 


may ſe a wonderfull fruite of a penitente 
tonſcience, it cannot abide the acculations 


of ſinne: It can not be qupet till it bee re- 


tonciled vnto God: & ſo haue peace with⸗ 
in it ſeif?, Foꝛ this is to bee noted in the 


godly man, that when her hath committed 


any ſinne, and his conſcieace telleth him 
of it, by and by hee feeleth Leade Within 
him, and is all heauie, and can not flvepe 
quietip, till hee haue got into ſome coꝛner, 


where he may mourne, and lament to the 


ful, and conteũe, and lap open himſelke vn⸗ 
fo God, and ſo cleare him (elfsfh2ough 

Chꝛiſt Jeſus, his conſciencebearing him 
witnes that his finne is foꝛgiuen. Wheres 
as-contrariwiſethe-vngodly man, when 
his confcience acculeth him of inne, he di⸗ 
ſpatcheth away all fache thoughtes „ And 
treaveth them vnder-fotc , and by and by 
calleth foꝛ a paire of Cardes, 02 Tables, 
and ſome merrie companion to dꝛiue away 


| the time, and to put out all ſache though 


tes out of his heade, and ſo indlede hee in⸗ 
nerd them moze and moꝛe, and rauleth 


I 
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perſon feareth alwape, and breing pꝛiuie 
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them rankle inwardly, 

The thirde qualitie is called indignati⸗ 
on, that is, a moꝛtall and deadly hatred a- 
gain ſinne, as when a man doeth ſhud- 
der and ſhake, and as it were grynde his 
teeth at the remembꝛaunce of his ſinnes: 
fo2 this is alwayes in the penitent perſon, 
to loth and abhoꝛre all lin k. om his heart, 
both his owne ſinnes, and the ſinnes of o⸗ 
ther, and to hate it as the Diuel himſelfe, 
Which is the Authoꝛ of it, and to flie from 


it, as from the very cutthꝛoate, and hangs 
man ok his ſoule, and to know it to be the 


vnelp thing that blindeth, that hardeneth, 
that ſeparateth from God, and pꝛocureth 
all plagues, and diſealzs, both of bodpe 
and ſoule againſt vs, Thyerefo2e he ſpitteth 
at if in deflance, and diſdaineth it, and ſtop⸗ 
peth his noſe at the ſtincke of it, whereſoe- 
per he imelleth it. 

The fourth thing is feare,whiche is & 
tertaine awe ok God, when a man is a- 
fraide to diſpleaſe him. Foꝛ the penitente 


to his owne inürmity and weaknefſe(whE 
God neuer ſo litle withdꝛaweth his grace. 


and ane him man's wozketh his Sal⸗ 
uation 


of Repentaunce, - 
nation with feare and trembling. He will 


not᷑ pꝛeſume vpon foꝛmer grace to tommit᷑ 
any ſiune, noꝛ flatter himſetf in the mercy 
of God, and in the thinges that he hath al⸗ 
readie taſted of God, to peeld to ſome litls 
finne, thinking he may doe that, and bee 
the child of God wel enough, becauſe ſome 
of Gods childzen haue fallen into greater, 
but rather he frembleth at the leaſt motion 
of ſinne, and is afraid of the kemptattons, 
whiche Sathan krumpeth in his wape, 


and is afraide when the temptations of 
ſinne are vppon him. to latiſſie the hunger 


of ſinne, but rat her he aghfeth ag ainſt ſlr, 
when fin fighteth againſt him, and pꝛeſen⸗ 
teth the feare of God befoze his eyes (as 
godly Joſeph in the affault of Putiphaes 
wife) to be as if were a Tower of defence 


of Death. 

The fift thing is Deſire, that is a hun⸗ 

gring, and thirſting after rigyfconſnefte, 
Foz the penitent man is rauiſhed with 
deſire of good thinges. Bee deſireth to be 
euerp dap better then other: Be deſireth 
to [cane euerp day ſome ſtune: He deſt⸗ 
reth to pꝛape . Me deſireth ne we Knam e- 
OG, 
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{:dge,and nowe vnderſtanding ol heauen⸗ 
lp things. Be deſtreth to heare Sermons, 
and wil ſtraine himſclfe to heare the. He 
deſireth the company of the godlp, he thin 
keth him ſelfe in heaut when he is emon⸗ 
geſt them He defireth the ſaluation ol his 
very enemies, and pꝛapeth foz them. All 
theſe and many other ſuch like deſires are 
in the penitent man. | 

The ſixt qualitie is zeale, Which con⸗ 
filteth in the earneſt imbꝛac ing of vertue, 
and hatred of vice, ſo that the penitent per 
ſou, is zealous in euerp god thing. Zea- 


lous of Gods glozy in all places, in all cõ⸗ 


panies, and emongeſt all perſons, hee can- 
not abide that Gods Jonour ſhould be im⸗ 
veached, oꝛ his name blalphemed, oz his 
gloꝛp trampled vnder fote by wicked me, 
but he will open his mouth to repꝛoue th⸗ 
wicked, and and ſtoutly in the dekence of 
Gods glozie. Mee is not like theſe Athe- 
iſtes, and diſſemblers, which are alwapes 
as ig the companie, that is godly emongſt 
the Godly: A PaoteTantoemongeit 12205 
tetontes: wicked amongeſt the wicked, a 
Mapiſt emongeſt Mapiſtes, a wo2idling 
emongen wo2iblinges, and a Swearer 

kEmongelb 
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emongeſt Swearers, a Weathercocke 
that turneth with enery wpnde, The pes 
n:tent man J lap, is not of this lampe, 
but he is conſtant and zealous in all god 
things. Bee is zealous both againſt the 
plcaiures and paofites of ſinne, though he 
might winne a whole woz2lde, 92 pleaſure 
himſelfe neuer ſo much, by committing 


à inne againſt God, pet will he refuſe it, 


foꝛ ke hath learned from Chꝛiſtes mouth, 
that it ſhall not pꝛoſite a man fo winne all 


the whole woz2lde, and to looſe his owne 


ſoule. 
The laſt thing is Renenge, that is, the 
penite nt perſon is fo offended , with the 
ſinne he hath committed, that hee will be 
reuenged of himſelfe foꝛ it. As fo2 exams 
ple, if he haue offended in gluttonp, he wil 
Keuenge himſelfe by faſting two oz thee 
dates after:3fhe haue offended in whoze- 
dome, hee will be reuenged ok his luſtes, 
by haltring, and bꝛidling them ener after: 
If he haue effended in couetous catching 
and polling of other mens geodes, te 
will he reuenged of himſelfe by reifitus 
„tion, as was gedly and penitent Zacheus, 
and this in d& is a ſpetiall fruite of Ke⸗ 
pentaunce 
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beiifannce, to refo2me our ſelues in khoſe 
thinges, wherein we haue moffe offended. 
Nowe then you ſc (mp dcare bꝛethꝛen) 
what lieth in the bellie of repentance, and 
which be her in wardes, ſo that wee muſk 
needes now coin? fo the vnlaüng, and vn⸗ 
bowelling of Ch:iſkes wozdes, Except ye 
repent ſapth he, ve ſhall all periſhe, that is: 
except ye haue this fozenamed care, pou 
ſhall all be damned: Except pe haue this 


clearing of pour ſelues, you ſhall be dam⸗ 


ned: Except you haue this indignation, 


pon hall all be danined: except you haue 


this fearc, you ſhalbe damned: Except you 
haue this deüre, you ſhal ai be damned: Er⸗ 
cept yon haue this zeale, you (hall all be 
damned. Except pou haue this reuenge⸗ 
you hall all be damned. 

Foz our Sauiour Chꝛiſte doeth nof 


ſpeake of the bare name of Kepentaunce: 


But of Nepentante with al his furniture, 
and appurtenantes: ſo that who fo cuer 
hath not Repenfaunce with all his qualt- 
ties and effectes, oꝛ at leaſte ſome meas 
ſure of them, be hatb no Repentaunce in 


derd, and therefo2e ſhall be damned. Foz 


except ye repent ve ſhall all periſhe. But 
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of Reper taunce. 

me thinketh J here ſome man lap. Here is 
nothing but damnation, damnation. 

Vou pꝛeach nothing but the law: Let vs 
heare of the Goſpell. My bꝛethꝛen J pꝛo- 
teſt vnto pou, that J ſpeake of loue, What⸗ 
ſoeuer J ſpeake, 5 deſire the ſaination of 
you all, if J could win but two in all this 
congregation, J woulde count my lelfe 
happp, t thinke that God had greatly blel⸗ 
ſed my labours. 

And vndoubtedly, ik J knewe any nies 
rer way tob2tag you vnto GOD, then by 
pꝛeaching the Lawe,to make vou knewe 
your ſelues, ſurelp, ſurelp, I would vie it. 


D2 ik J could be perlwaded, that the pꝛea- 


ching ol the Golpel, and mercie word doc 
pou moꝛe god : pou ſhoulde Hoare et no⸗ 
thing, but Goſpel, Golpel, mertie, mercie: 
But alas, 3 ſee that eucrie careleſſe, and 
euerie ignoꝛant man pꝛelumeth vppon 
Gods mercy, I ſ that euerie filthy liner, 
and notozious blaſphemer abuſeth Gods 
mercy, in applying it to him ſelfe without 
Repentaunce , ſo that they woulde make 
_ Gods mercte a cloake fo their ſinnes, x 
o ſe that euerie man would faine be flattc- 
" iy in his ſinne, z heare ok it no moꝛe, but 
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haue the Soſpell preached , which in derd 
belongeth not bnto them, continuing in 
their Kubburnes:but only to the penitent 
finncr, which fozfaketh himſelfe, and gro⸗ 
neth: and panteth vnder the burden of his 
ſinne. Therefoze, when J ſce pou humbled 
with the conſcience of your finnes, and 
grone and pant bnder the burden of them, 
when J ſ& your faces blubbered with:we - 
ping, and pour hearts molliſied, and ſoꝛro⸗ 
wing with care, then will comſozte pou, 
and ceaſe to pꝛeach the lawe, But J pꝛape 
vou, will pon ſteale, murther, and tommit 


adulterp, and pet heare of mercy? Will ye | 


Moc ke, merk, blaſpheme , and Raple, 
and pet htare of mercy? Will youſerue 
Uane, ate ve rte, and followe pour owne 
lug, and vet care af mercy? Mould pou 
have Nlailtccs orfo2e pou haue woundes: 
WMould ron haue Dhiſicae,befoze you bee 
ſicke: Cod you be let blend, befoze your 
haue na de? Would pou not account him 
a foliſh hyſitian, that wil miniſter Phi- 
ſicke ton whole man? Mloulde you not 
thinke him an vnlkilkull Surgion, that 
will applie a gentle ſalue to an olde feſte⸗ 
red ſoze and nat rather Coꝛſie it? Then 
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of Repentaunce, 
knowe my bꝛethꝛen, that becauſe you ars 
ful of groſle humo2s,you muſt haue ſtrong 
purgations:Becauſe ye are full of olde fe⸗ 
ſfered woundes, yeu muſte haue Coꝛaſiue 
Salnes,fo2 that is the beſte foz you, and 
the ſpeedieſt way fo recouer pour healthe, 
and foꝛ as muche as you be rough Boꝛſes: 
pou mul e haue a rough rider: And harde 
knobbie timber, muff haue harde wedges, 
and hard ſtrokes with a bertle. Ke pꝛeach 
the Lawe to dꝛiue you to Chziſte, Wee 


p2cach Judgementes, to make you ſceke 


Mercie : Wee pꝛeach damnation, to bꝛing 
you to ſaluation. But to pꝛeache Percie 
and foꝛgiueneſſe, befoꝛe men ſee their ſins 


nes, oꝛ knowe their miſeries by the pꝛea⸗ | 


ching of the Lawe , is to pꝛeach the Goſs 


pell vnp20fitably. Foz, he that is igneꝛant 


of the Lame, knoweth not what miſery is 
in himſelfe:no2 what mercie is in God. 
What father is there, who ik his childe 
thould play the tabbozne bop, and diſobep 
him in eucry thing he commanded, Would 


ſtzoke his heade, and ſay hee were u good 


bop, and not rather ſeucrely toꝛrecte him, 


,, and whippe him with a rodde?; What mas 


ſter will commende his ſeruant fo; doing 
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what he liſt, and not what he commaun⸗ 
deth him? enen ſo wee may not diſobep 
and do euill, and loke fo he flattered tw, 
and not rather chtdden.Let vs know then 
that although God vſe ſearing, launcing, 
co:3ing , and ſearching of the bones, and 
other violent remedies, pet in the meane 
while bee pꝛocureth our health by them. 
And let vs farther vnderffand, that foꝛal⸗ 
muche as there is none other meanes to 
dꝛawe vs vnto ſaluation, but by cleanſing 
of al our vices,and the ſame cleanſing can 
not be done,but by violence, when we be 
warned by the doctrine ok the Lawe, ſo as 
our owne conſctences accuſe vs, 2 
Although we like well fobe nowe and 
then klattere d, and ſothed, vet let vs ſerke 
to be ſpoken bnto earneſtly, and fo haue 
our faultes tolde vs, and to be made aſha⸗ 


med of them, and to haue our vnheneſty 


diſcousred, x not defire to be pleaſed, Foz 
it were the nert way, to make vs rotte in 
dur own filthines, if we ſhould holde it fo 


in lecret:æ it would coff vs deare the ſet- 
ting on, if wee ſhoulde be ſo flattered bz 
men, and in the meane ſeaſon the heauen⸗ 


1 Judge hall thunder downe vppon vs, 
wok ds, 


of Repentance. 


Therefo2e, when anie man commeth fo 
u Sermon, let him fird and fozmoſt make 
his reckoning to be rebuked, as mete is, 
and let him vnderſfande, that if is foꝛ his 
p2ofit that he is not ſothed. And ik he haue 
itching eares, let him lape them awape 
from him, alluring himlelfe that elſe he is 
foꝛecloſed, ſo as he ſhali neuer receiue the 
da ctrine to his pꝛoſite and inſtruction. And 
let him be content to haue his ſoares rub⸗ 
bed and bew2 ated, that he map be bꝛaught 
fo that, which ts foꝛ his welfare. If a man 
pleaſe a ſicke bodie, what ſhall become of 


him, ſhall hee giue him dꝛinke euerie mi⸗ 


nite of an houre: Shall he gtue him wine 
whereas he chould giue him water⸗ Shall 
hee giue him Sallets 2 It were the nexte 
wap to popſon him, To ber ſhozte,it is cer⸗ 
fapne that a man doeth alwapes ſceke his 
owne death, when hx would haue men to 


ſooth him. But nowe which is better ey⸗ 


ther that hee whiche bath the oꝛdering of a 
ficke man, ſhould velve to all his defires, 
o2 that he ſhould bꝛidle him, notwithſtan⸗ 
ding that hee chafe and gnache his teeth, 
becaule he may not haue his owne will in 
bhis deüres⸗Pou lee thereioze how daunge⸗ 
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rous a thing it is to flatter, and rayſe vp 
men with the pꝛeaching of mercie: bekoꝛe 
they haue bin caſt downe with the ſenle of 
Gods Judgements. Ceale therekoze to o⸗ 
pen pour mouthes fo make hae and crig os 


ner the Comttey; ſaying: they pꝛeach no- 


thing but the Law,the Lawe, damnation, 
damnation,vilefe p will take in Chꝛiſt 
tw, ans make him one of the number, and 
accuſe him of wante of wiſedome, becauſe 
be pꝛeacheth 4 crpeth out, that whoſdeuer 


repenteth not, halbe condemned. Foꝛ my 


part J pꝛeache the Goſpell, to whome the 
Goſpeli belongeth, an Dd the Lab to whom 
the Lawe belongeth, Z pꝛeache Percie to 
whom Mercie belangetb, and Judgement 
fo wyome Judgement appertapnety. And 


£9-reto2e holde ycur peace, and be content 


to bie rules by the wiledome of God. But 
now? let vs pꝛoccde to the third gener all 
oint, which is the time when we choulde 
Repent 251 5 
The holie Ghoffe in the Scriptures 
pointeth vs to the pꝛeſent time, and cxrhoz- 
teth vs to make that the time of our Re⸗ 


pentaunce, as Joel. 2. 12. Therefoze alſo , | 


nowe the Lozd ſapeth, turne you vntomee 
with 


1 
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of Repentance. 
with al your heart, with faſting, with wes 
ping and with mourning. Likewiſe in the 
2.Chap.to the Hebꝛues, exboꝛte one anos 


ther while it is called to daie, leaffe anie 


of you be hardned, thꝛough the deceiptful » 
nelſe of fin, And in the ſame Chapiter. To 
day if you will heare his voice, harden not 


paur harts as in the pꝛouocation. So that 


now,cuen nol, eu now, is p time of our 
Repenfaunce,. Nowe WhileT he callcth, 
now whileſt he ſpcaketh, now whileſt hee 
knocketh, let vs now therekoꝛe heare: let 
vs now therefoꝛe obey: Vet vs now there- 
foze redeeme this date this pꝛeſent Med- 
neſday , whiche haue foꝛcllowed ſo manye 
dapes, whiche haue (o longe hardened eur 
heartes, which haue let ſo many cod thins 
ges run ont, and {pill beſidss. Let vs fake 
bp thts date and make it the Tay oi our re- 
pentaunce. Although we coulde neuer ber 
moued with any Sermen hitherko, pet let 
vs now be mousd once at laſt. Let Ls now 
ſap, this ſhali hee my dap of Repenfaunce, 
J wil dekerre it no longer. But now wil J 
turne vnto my God, and koꝛſake all mp 
fo2mer wicked UNaies, and mine own ima 
ginations, J will now chaunge the courſe 
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A Sermon 


ef my life, and begintre all newe againe. 
will be acquainted with Gods woꝛd, and 
take counſell there how fo doe, and how to 
behaue my felfe in every acion. 2 Wilk not 
vncly re ſozme my ſelſe, but alſo my whole 
honſHold, Wife, Childꝛen, and Seruaun⸗ 
tes, atcoꝛding vnto the ſame. Thus my 
deare Bꝛethꝛen, Jbeſeche pou purpoſe 


in pour heartes without anpe further de⸗ 


lape, and be nat like fo Epicures, and 
llacckgraces, Whicize ſay pouth will bee 
pouthfall,and youth will haue his conrie,F 
hat could we make it lo holy, when we 
are pcung. tuſhe, there needs but a ſigh an 
hoare befoꝛe death, let vs be merrie nowe, 
we ſhall neuer bee pounger, wee will Ee- 
pent when wee are ove, As thou gh poze 
ſon!es,they had repentance in their ſickue, 
and at their ctemmandement, and that they 
could repe nf when they liſte, No, no, theſe 
fellowes thall pape foꝛ their pꝛeſumpt ion. 


Ife God will give them oncr to hardenes 


of hearte, and impemtencie, becauſe they 
toke ſo muche bypon them, and made fo 
long delaies, that in the mean ſcaſon they 
might eniope the p2ofites and pleaſures of 
ſinne. Therefoze god bꝛethꝛen, let vs not 

plit 


of Repentance. 


put if off from day to dap, but let vs nowe 
ſceke the Lo2d whileſt hes mate be found, 
and cal vppon him whileſt her is neere: let 
vs take time while time is, foꝛ time and 
tpde farrieth koꝛ no man. Let bs knowe 
this tobe the time of our viſitation. Dur 
Sauiour Chꝛiſte wepte over Jeruſalem, 
becauſe they knew not the time of their vi 
ſitation Vee repꝛoueth the Jewes, becauſe 
they coulde diſcerne the face of the Þkye, 
but could not diſcerne the ſignes of the ti⸗ 
mes. And ſurelp in the ende it will turne 
to our deſtrudion, if wee will not knawe 
this to bee the vate of mercie, the time of 
Grace, wherein God ſtretcheth ſweth his 
hande vnto vs, and wiledome ericth out in 
the ſkretes. 

Theretoze, nowe whileft wer haue the 
light, let vs waike as child2en of the light: 
the nighte commeth when no manne can 
wezke, It ſhall be to late to cali fo2 mer⸗ 
tie after this life, when the gates of mercy 
are ſhut bp, and Repentaunce will be too 
late. Oh deare ch2ifttans,let vs remember 
the fine foliſho Uirgins, whiche becauſe 
* they fo2flowed the time, had heauen gates 
barred vp against them, 3 vrt vo alſo remt⸗ 

C 


— 
wt * n 
* © . 3 
— — 
— —— ; 
_— 


* K. 4: _— * — 

l Ba Mg - . a 

„ — 2 — 8 1 :, 
— „ * a . 5 
2 n 5 - | as P—_ 
wy 43 r 23 re — 

4 * — al — 
- 7 ä * 86 5 So * — - —— PIN - 
TC Ee 4 8 * = . _ % 9 5 — 
. D * — - * 
„ 2 * _— © 3 . . 
1 9 » hs _— + - . 0 
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ber the fearefull + dolefall eramvle of the 
riche Glatton, which beeing in Yell to2- 
ments pelled, and pelped foꝛ the leaſt eaſe 
and help that might be, and could not haue 
it. An hundꝛed thouſand? times therefo2e, 
better it is fo2 vs to leaue our ſinnes now 
to mourne foz them now, and now to Re- 
pente, then hereaifer alas when it ſhall be 
to late. Better nowe a great deale to take 
ſome paine, to ſfrayne our ſelues to leaue 
gar unnes, and to make our bearte ſmarte 
fo: them, then to bee condemned fo2 euer, 
and to cry in the bottome of Hell, we haue 
wearied our ſelues in the way of wicked⸗ 
neſſe and Deſtruction. and wee haue gone 
though daungerous wales: But we hae 
not knowen the way of the Loꝛde. Whatf 


hath pzide p2offted vs? Oꝛ what p2offte 


hath the Pompe of riches bzought vs? All 


life madneffe , and their ende without ho- 
nour: but loe they are counted emonglt, | 
the childꝛen of God, and their poztion is 
emong 


thoſe thinges are paſted awaie like a ſha⸗ 
do we, and as a Boſte that paſſet by, UWle 1 
haue ſet our ſelues againſt the childꝛen ok 
God, we had them in deriſton. and in a pa⸗ 
rable of rep2och: Mee fwles thought their , 
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emonge the Saindes. Therekoꝛe let vs 
knowe the tyme or eur cafling, and lot vs 
not be wozſe the the foules of the avꝛe, the 
Stozke knoweth her aprointed tyme: the 
Turtle, the Crane, and the Swallowe ob- 
ſerne the time of their comming. Phe 
Poſbandman taketh his times. The Pas 
riner watcheth his tide. Therefoꝛe let vs 
allo take the fime,t# turne vnto the Lo2ds 
whilelk if is ſaide to d ay, which grace God 
graunt vs. 

Nowe let vs returne vnfo the fourth 
pointe, concerning the cauſes which may 
moue vs vnto Repentance,Yerein J haue 
obſerued nine eſpeciall thingee, Firſt, the 
great mercie of God , lende th vs vnto Re- 
pentaunce. As Rom. 2. The bountifulneſſe 
of God leadeth vs vnto Repentance, ſapth 
the Apoſtle. God doth continuallp followe 
vs with his mercies and benefites , both 
concerning our ſoules + bodies, wee haue 
no god thinge which wee haue not recer⸗ 
ved at his hands. we hold all that we haue 
of him, and to him wee are beholding foz 
all. Great is his mercie towarde our bo- 
dies, but much greater fowardes our ſou· 


| leg, and euer ie mercie and benefit, epther 
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fowacde ſoule oꝛ body, calleth bs to repen⸗ 
aance. Mee giueth vs meate,d2inke, and 
105 clothing, t heſe call vs to repenfaunce: Vee 
1605 kepeth vs at his owne.colfes and charges 
hi — below, this calleth vs fo-Repentance: 
1 the Dunne, the Poone, and the Starres, 
ö talletg vs to Repenfance. The birdes of 
the apꝛe, the fiſhes of the Sea, t the fruites 
| of the pearth crie out bpon vs, both loude, 
05 and ſhꝛill: Kepent, repent. All creatures 
NE; moone vs to Repentaunce. Dur creation 
Will - talleth, our redemption crieth, our ſanctiff 
"oY cation knocketh, and our Clection mogo- 
ueth to Repenfaunce,What could God do 
moꝛe fo2 his vineyard, 5 he hath not done? 

Therekoꝛe let vs repent. 
Decondlyihe indgements of God moue 
vs vnto repentance, (oꝛ al p thunderbolts, 
plagues, and puniſhments which God hath 
th2owen downe vppon obllinate ſinners, 
from the beginning of p world, are ſo mas 
nie warning peces vnto vs, to awake vs 
out of the dead llspe of ſinne, r to pꝛick bs 
to Repentaunce. As in the 1. Cor. 0. When 
the Apoſtle hath cited diuers greate iudge⸗ 
* of God againſt the olde ; et es, 
{o2 diuers innes, | 
he 


3 


8x 


8 


2 the rebellious Jones to Kepentaunce ! i 
E $ 


of Repentaunce, ' 


he concludeth: now all theſe things tame 
vnto them fo2 examples, and were waittf 


fo admoniſhe vs, vppon whome the endes 


of the wozlde are come. So that all the 
Judgementes wee reade of in the Scrip⸗ 
tures, are ſo many admonitions, and as it 
were carteropes to dzawe vs to Kepen⸗ 
taunce. All ths iudgementes we haue read 


bk, heard ok, do ſ& and hcare of euerp dap, 


knocke & with mapn ſtrokes beate downe 


right vpon our tonſciences to repentance, 


The valy monſters, ſtraunge byzthes, 
fiery conffellations, vnknowen Cometes, 
ſodaine deathes, marueilous dzonghtes, 
vnwonted ſnowes, hozrible inundations, 
foꝛraine wonders, ſtraunge apparitions, 


* th:eatning ofheauen abone,w ſtreaming 


and ſhofing fire, frembling of the earty 
vnder our feefe, and our houſes ouer our 


heades,as of late dapes. What are al thels 


but as it were great Cranes with beams, 
and Cable Ropes, fo dzawe vs vp fo the 
202d by Kepentance, 

Thirdlp, the woꝛd of God haleth vs to 
repentance, Foz as God in olde time ſent 
his Prophets both early and late, to talk 
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he ſendeth ab2oad his pꝛeachers, and meſs 
ſengers in thoſe daies, to lounde vp the 
trumpe ol his woꝛ d, t to ring the {wet bel 
of Aaron emonalt the, to awake the to res 
pentance, but alas how lightly are they re 
garded: Who heareth their voice? But 
furelp this is the laſt remedie $ God hath 
apoinfcd,x+1f this will not mone vs to Re- 
pentance, if this will not cure vs, then are 

we altogether vncurable. oe 
Fourthly, the infinite number of ſinnes 
we haue committed, ought to bee fo manic 
ſpurres in our ſides to pꝛicke vs to repen⸗ 
faunce. It is ſufficient iaith Saint Peter, 
that we haue ſpec the time paſt ol our life 
after the luſtes of the Gentiles, walking 
in wantonneſſe, luſtes, dꝛunkennes, glut⸗ 
tonie, dꝛink inges, and abhommable Jdola- 
tries, Therefoꝛe it is tune now fo repent, 
Oh that men woulde looke bache to them⸗ 
ſelues, and conſider them lelues as they 
were fozfie,thirties fwenfte,o2 ten peares 
ago. Oh that they would call to mind their 
195 open æ ſecret ſins, # me thinketh if would 
1 maze their heart bleed within their bellis 
14 to thinke vpon them. Oh Þ they would con 
üder n much time they paue i en 6 | 
vw 
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of Repentaunce, 

how many good things they haue neglec⸗ 
ted, and altogether omitted. 

Fiſtiyzthe ſhoztneſſe of our life calleth 

earneſtly vpon vs to repent, The time of 


our life is ſixtie yeares,4 ten, & if they bee 


of ſtrength eightie peeres, pet the ſtrength 
is but labour and ſoꝛrowe, lo it is cut off 
quickſy , and we flie away ſaith the P20- 
phet Dauid, we haue ſpent our yeres as a 
thought, Therefoze he addeth. Teach vs 
fo number our dapes, that wee map apply 
our heartes vnto wiſdome. Our life foz 
the ſhoꝛtneſle and inconſtantie of it in the 
ſcripture is compared to graſle, to a va- 
pour to ſmoke, and fo a UWeauers ſhuttle 
which glideth away ſwiftly, Euen ſo the 


dates of man paſſe away no man knoweth 


how, Man is of ſhoꝛt continuance ſaith 
Job,t full offronble. Experience teacheth, 
that to day à man to moꝛowe none. Hence 
away we mult al, here is no abiding place 
foꝛ vs, how ſone we know not. Lherefoze 
let vs repent: 

Sirtly,the [mall mb of thoſe which 
ſhal be ſaued:ought to thꝛuſt vs faz ward fo 
repentance. Striue to enter in at the nar- 


liens 


| row gate, foz many I ſay vnto you, will 
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A Sermon 
ſee to enter in, and ſhal not be able ſaith 
Chꝛiſte Luke, 13. 24. And in an other 


place he ſaith, the gate is ſtraight, and the 


way narrowe that leadeth vnto life and 
fewe there be that ſtade it. Jf would 
conſider of this, it would make them loke 
better about them, and trie with them ſels 
nes, whether they be of that {mall number 

Seuenthlp, Death th: catneth vs,who 


is very terrible to the flelh, and the remem 


b2aunce of it very bitter to a man that is 
ſouſed, and ſoked in the pleaſures of this 
Wozlde. It flattereth no man, it regardeth 
not perlons, it weigheth not friendlhip, it 

careth not foꝛ rewardes, it is very grim, 
vglie, and cruel, and killeth downe right 
Where it hitteth. Therelfoꝛe let vs repent. 
Eightlp, the dap ok iudgement and 
ſeconde appearing of the Bonne of man 
ought to quicken vs. The day of the Lo2d | 
will come as a Theefe in the night, in the | 
whiche the heauens ſhal paſſe away with 
a noyle, and the Clements ſhall melt with 
heate, and the earth with the wozkes that 
are therein ſhal be burnt vp, ſeeing there⸗ 


| fozethat all theſe things mult be diſſolued 


2 


of Repentance, 

what manner of perſons ought ye fo be in 
holy conuerſation and Godlines ſaith S. 
Per,2,2? . The Lode Jeſus (hall ſhewe 
himſelfe krom heauen, with his mighty an- 
gelles in flaming fire, rendering vonge⸗ 
aunce vnto them that know not God, and 
obepe not bnfo the Goſpell of our Lozde 
Jeſus Chꝛiſt, laith the Apoſtle, 2. Theſ. I. 
J ſawe laieth Saint John. Apoc. 20. A 
great white Throne, and one that ſate on 
it, from whoſe face fledde away both the 
earth and the heauen, and their place was 
no more founde. And I ſawe the deade 
both great and ſmall ſtand before GOD: 
and the bookes were opened, and ano- 
ther booke was opened, which is the 
booke of life, and the dead were iudged 
of thoſe thinges , which were written in 
the bookes according to their woorkes, 
And the Sea gaue vp her deade, whiche 
were in her, and death and hell deliuered 
vp the deade, which were in them, and 
they were judged euery man according 
to his woorkes. In theſe places we lee 
both the ſodainnelle, the fear efulneſle, and 
gloꝛp of Thꝛiſts comming. Fo? he ſhall 
not come pozely, and + RAG as 
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in his firſt viſitation, but he ſhall come ve» 
ry pꝛincetp, ropallp, and triumphantlp, to 
the great ferrour of all his enemies, when 
a conſuming fire ſhall goe befoꝛe him, and 
ten thouſand thouſandes of Angels waite 
vpon him: at what time the Ringes of the 


earth, f the great men, and the rich men, 


and the thieke Captaines, and the mightie 
men, and euerp bondman, and euerp frees 
man ſhall hyde themſelnes in dennes, and 
amongeſt the rockes of the mountaines 
and ſay to the rockes and mountaines fall 
on vs ,+ hide vs from the pzeſence of him 
that ſitteth on the thzone, and from the 
waath sf the Lambe, faz the great day of 
his wꝛath is come, and who can ſfandz A- 
Poc. 6. Cherloꝛe let vs repent, 

The laſt thing is Hell tozmentes then 


_ 


Ks 4, 


the which nothing is mo2e untollerable. 


Therloꝛe ſaith Chꝛiſte, Marke 9. If thine 
hand cauſe thee to offende, cut it off: It 
is better for thee to enter into life may- 


med, tlien hauing two handes to goe into 


Hell, into the fire that neuer ſhall bee 


quenched, where the worme dieth not, nd 


the fire neuer goeth out. The Scriptute 
ſpeaketh very terribly to our ſenſes, con- 


er rning 


8 
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of Repentance, 

terning the eſtate of the damned perl ons 
calling it hel fire, damnation, the lake that 
burneth with fire & bꝛimſtone fo2 euer. In 
30. cha. of the pꝛopheſie bf Eſal, it is called 
Tropheth, and it is euen pꝛepared ok old, it 
is euen pꝛepared fo2 b king:he hath made 
depe c large, ö burning therok is fire and 
much wwod : the bꝛeath of the Loꝛde like a 
Riuer of Bꝛimttone doeth kindle it: theſe 


ſpęeeches are terrible to our ſenſes, æ may 


— amaze vs. But if J had the 


3 tongue of an hundꝛed men nay of an hun? 


dard Angels, pet were J not able fo vtter 


them, as ſome ſhall one day fele them, 
= muchleſe were you able to conceine the; 
Ik al the toꝛtures and cruel toꝛments that 
can be deuiſed by the wit of man, were 

kxecuted vpon ſome one, vet were it no⸗ 
thing to this. We po2e wꝛetches thinke 
f .here is no paine to a Collike, oꝛ a cruell 
Ague. Wut if all Collike s, Agnes; and all 


* : 


other ſtrange diſeaſes could poſſibly light 
vpon one man, vet were it but a fleabiting 


to that which is to tome. The pain is end- 


leſle, eaſeleſſe, and remedileſſe. The daies 


bk their helliſh toꝛments ſhal neuer weare 


„ Pat;no? their yeares come to an ende, the 
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longer they continue, the leſſe hope haue 
they. Nlhen as many yeres are expired, as 
there be men in the wozld,t ſtarres in the 
heauens, when as many thouſand pearcs 
are ended, as there be ſtones, and lands by 
the Sea lhoꝛe, pet ſtill there be ten hüdꝛed 
thoulſande times ſg many moe fo come: 
Whoſe that wil not now be moned in hea⸗ 
ring, ſhall then be cruſhed lo peces in fer- 
ling Al dꝛonkards, ſwearers, whoꝛemon⸗ 
gers, vſurers, extoꝛtioners, liers, mockers, 
conte mners, ſecure perſons, io lp feiowes, 
roiſting ruffians, luſtie bloud s the bꝛaue 
laddes ofthis World, and all other vnbele- 
ners ſhal one day be appꝛꝛ ended, and ar. 
raigned beio2e the barre cf Gove !ribunal 
icate, where the Maieffy of G W 35 thail 
and abene them, with a naked worde of 
vengeanre, and a ſcepter of Juſtice. The 
Deuil that olde Satanas ſhal ſtand on the 
one fide to accuſe them, and their own con 
icience on the other bde fo cendemne the, 
and the gaſping gulfe of Pell vadecneath 
them, ready to ſwailow them vp fo2 ener- 
moe, Then ſhailthe d2cadfuil ſentence of 
eternall woe, and damnation pꝛoctede a- 
gainlt them. r ors into hel fire, æc. 


There 
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of Repentance. 


There they ſhall dꝛinke as a tuſte recom⸗ 


pence *32 their iniquitie, the bitter cup of 
Gods eternall weath and indignatian, in 
the kingdom of darknes, and in the feare⸗ 
ful! pꝛelente of Dathan, æ all the curſed e⸗ 
nemies of Gods grace, where the dolefull 
Doms of Gods anger ſhail euer ſoande 
thzougy their eares, where ſhalbe weeping 
t gnaſhing ol teeth, where ſhall ber tonku⸗ 
ſion, woe, and endles lamentation. Their 
gripes hall bie lo greate, their groathps ſo 
derpe, and their garboiles ſo vntollerable, 
that they ſhall grinne like a Dog in their 
infernall conuulſions, and with howling, 
and pelling crie out, woe, x alas that euer 
J was bozne: Oh that J had neuer bene 
bo2ne, oꝛ that mp mother had bozne mee a 
Tode. Fo2 then ſhould my condition haue 
bin better then it is. Curſed was the time 
J was begof in. The houre J was concei⸗ 
uedin, and the day that J ſucked my mo- 
fhers paps. Curſed J was alwapes, cur⸗ 
ſed Jam, x cucſed 4 ſhall be fo2 euermoꝛe. 
Moe, woe, howe greate is my tozmente, 
Whole heart doeth not melte, whole eares 
doe nok glowe, whoſe haires doe not {and 


dvppon his hende, fo heare theſe thinges. 
D 3 There⸗ 
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Mherefo2e deere bꝛethꝛen let vs repent. At 


the mertie of God tannot allure vs, let his 
Judgements ſcarre vs. If his Judgemen⸗ 
tes cannot ſcarre vs, let his woꝛde mone 
vs: Ik his woꝛde cannot moue vs, let our 
ſinnes amaze vs: If our ſinnes tannot a⸗ 
maze vs, let the ſhoꝛtnes of our life dampe 
vs:if the ſhoꝛtnes of our life cannot dampe 
vs, let the ſmal number of thoſe that chalbe 
ſaued affray vs:it᷑ that cannot affrap vs, let 
death terriſte vs: if death canof terrific vs, 
let the date of Judgement ſhake vs: if that 
tannet ſhake vs, yet let Heil tozmentes 
chudder vs, x rente vs in peeces. Fo2 veri- 
Ip verily my bꝛethꝛẽ, if none of al theſe ca 
pꝛeuaile, if we wil not foꝛ all this repent, 


— ago 


but be obſtinate, then wer ſhall all periſhe - 


and be damned,acco2ding to Chꝛiſts woꝛ⸗ 
des. Now let vs p2oceede to ſpeake of thoſe 
thinges,which let and hinder vs from Re- 
pentaunte, whiche tndeede although they 
be in number infinite, pet at this tyme 4 
will late foꝛth ſeuen eſpeciall lettes, and 
hinderances vnto Repenfance, | 

The firlt is vnbeliefe, that is, when men 


will not belgue thoſe things that are ſpo⸗ 


ken and pꝛoued vnto them, out of the ws 


) . 
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of Repentance, 
ol God. This is it Þ vomiteth vp all good 
thinges and poyloneth the very intrals of 

a man, & keeveth all good graces from vs, 
As appearety. Math. 13.58. Hee did not 
man ye greite woorkes there for their vny 
beicefes ſake, And the 4.to the Bebznes, 
it is ſaide; Vnto vs was the Goſpell preas 
ched,as alſo vnto them, but the worde that 
they hearde profited not them, becauſe 
tit was not mixed with fayth in thoſe that 
heard it. So that here we map ſis, although 
we heare neuer ſo muche, pet if wer bꝛinge 
not faith with vs, wee ſhall neuer pꝛofite 
bnto Repenfaunce. Foz bnbeliefe taketh | 
pp our hartes foꝛ Sathan, and re fuleth all ] 
the wholeſome doctrine of laluation, and 

doth ſo harden them in the waies of ſinne: 
- thatinthe ende they become paſte feeling, 


— * ——— — . — —— — . 
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and tänot be touched one whit, either with | 
- thetudgementes oz mercies of God: But | | 
count the one as blaſts of wpnd:and make a 


the other a touert foꝛ their flthinelle. Pou | 
thall note ſome men, who when they haue 
beard their ſinnes ſtraightlie ripped vp by - 
the woꝛd ok God, and their iuſt damnatid 
pꝛdued by the lame, with aut ſpevie, # cars 

neſt repentance, will bꝛeake out inta theſe 
A D 4 w92d2s 
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wo2ds of vnbeleef. If it be as he ſaith God 


haue a good faith in God, and doe no bodie 
no harme, ſhall J leaue my pleaſures, and 
my pꝛoſites fo2 their ſapinges:? Mhat, doe 
they thinke none ſhalbe ſaued, but ſuch as 
read the Dcriptu:es,and heave Sermons? 
God koꝛbid but thoſe which doe not goe fo 
heare lermons, ſhould be ſaued as well as 
they. Why map not one ſcrue God as wel 
af home in his houſe, hauing good Bookes 
and god P2apers, as by comming fo the 
Church to heare ſermons, and ſeruice? A- 
las theſe men ſtand to much in their own 
light, and betrap what folly and ignoꝛance 


is in the. oꝛ they do thinke to be ſaued by 


any other means thẽ God hath appointed. 
Oz when God hath auouched ame thinge 
in his word, will they accept againſt it, £ 


ſo make God a lia r: Nhen God hath once - 
let down a thing, and pꝛoued it to their fas 


ces will they vet reply? When God hath 
told vs that the pꝛeaching ok the woꝛde, is 
the oꝛdinarp meanes of our ſaluation, hal 
we hope to be ſaved although we contemn 
it, and neuer oz verie ſeldome heare it 2 

not 


helpe vs, J hope it is not ſo, J truſt J ſhall 
doe well inough fo2 all this, as longe as F 
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of Repentance. 
not this plaine infidelity vnbeliefe, that 
when God ſaifh one thing, we will ſay an 
other: when God ſaith, pea, we will ſay no 
J hope not ſo, Pes ſurely, that is it, that 
ſtoppeth the wap vnto Gods graces, and 
barreth vs out from repentance. 

The ſeconde let is the pꝛeſumption of 

Gods mercte,fo2 if men be ſharply r epꝛo⸗ 
ued foꝛ their ſinnes, and exhozted vnto re⸗ 
pentance, by & by they take couert, ſaying, 
God is mercifull, God is mercifull, as 
though God were made all of mercie, and 
that ther were no iuffice in him at al: and 
thus the wicked make Gods mercie an oc⸗ 
2 caſjonto ſinne, which thinge the P2ophetfe 
' Nahum in the firſt of his Pꝛopheſie doeth 
| ſharply repꝛoue. The Lord ſaith he, is ſlow 
to anger, but he is great in power, and will 
not ſurely cleare the wicked. But becanſe 
J hane ſpoken afoze of this pꝛeſuming and 
milapplying of Gods mercie, J will here 
paſſe it ouer, willing you to note it as one 
ſpetial let vnto repentance. 

The third hinderance is the example ok 
the multitude, foꝛ that doth harden,  fm- 
. bolden men vnto fin. As when many bir⸗ 
des _ and flocke together, they fall v- 
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pon the net without any feare, but one oꝛ 
two alone wilbe afraid.Euen ſo the exams 
ple of manie, and many ſinne compantons 
do imbolden men fo run thꝛough p ſnares 
of Dathi without any miſtruſt, Therefoze 
it is ſaid in Exod. 23. Thou ſhalte not fol- 
lowe a multitude to doe euill. This is the 
tbinge that hindꝛeth a great number from 
God, foꝛ they neuer loke vp vnto God, oz 
to his woꝛde, but fare vppon the common 
doinges of moſt men, and examples of the 
wo:ld,thinking if they do as the moſt men 
doe, as their fozefathers haue doone bes 
foꝛe them, they are Cockſure and of an euẽ 
groũd. And herevpon artieth their diuelifh 
Pꝛouerbe, dae as the moſte men doe, and 


5 feweſt will ſpeake of you, but they haue 


foꝛgotten @.Paules rule. Rom, 12. Faſhion 
not your ſelues like vnto this world. Theſe 
fellows that ſtand bpon the multitude wil 
reaſon thus: We ſc none of p great ones 
of the world, none of the noble, none of the 
rich, none ofthe wiſe,and p2udent receiue 
this doctrine, but onely a fewe ſhackrags 
t beggerly raſcals, and therekoꝛe it is a to- 
ken that it is nothing woꝛth, and that it is 
doubtfull, and not foz vs to medle withal. 
Loe 
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of Repentance) 


Tos, what thoughts may creep in our head 


des, and how ſlily Sathan mate frumpe in 
our war, e blindfold vs, and lead bs away 
in p darke, by doting vs with the example 
of p multitude. Therkoꝛe let vs take herde 
of thoſe pitfalles, which Sathan layeth in 
our wap, x not be carried away with theſe 
thouchtes and reaſons. The wicked beare 
themſelnes in hand that they ſhal win the 
game, t that the goale goeth on their ſide, 
and there is nothing but crowing long bes 
foze it bee daye, and greate triumphing e- 
mongſt them befoꝛe any ſtroke be ſtriken, 
E that becanſe we be but a handful of peo- 
ple, and they a great multitude , © that in 
a maner the whole wozld agreth w them 
fo p2actiſe our death. Thus the digell dorh 
calf a miſt befoꝛe their eies, and clofly lead 
them away from repenfaunce. Therekoꝛe 
dere b2eth2e, let vs ſtand faſt in the woꝛd 
ofthe Loꝛd, and not be caried awap, oꝛ bo- 
wed quite down with this raging ſtream 
of the multitude:but let vs knowe it to be 
one ſpeciall engine of Sathan, whereby he 

dꝛiueth vs from repentannce. 
The fourth let vnto repentance is long 
tuſtome of finne, Foz that taketh mw 5 
eng 
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18 feniſe r feeling of inne, K making it as it 
were another nature vnto vs: So that we 


it is once thus ſoldꝛed vnto vs thꝛough log 
cuſtome. Theretoꝛe it is ſaide lere. 13.23. 
Can the blake · More chaunge his skin? or 
the Leopard his ſpots? the may ye alſo doe 
good that are accuſtomed to do euil. Here 
the Prophet aflirmeth, that it is as hard to 
cure an old diſeaſe that is bꝛed in the bane 
and to remedie a ſinne that hath bene hat- 
ched, and bꝛought yp with vs, as to waſhe 
a black-mo2e white, oꝛ fo change the ſpots 
ok a Leopard, which cannot be with out de⸗ 
ſtroping of nature. And lurelp, trie it who 


leaue an old cuſtam, whether it be of ſwea 
ring, of gaming, or lying, of whoꝛing, of e⸗ 


1 util companp, oꝛ of any other ſinne, as to 
14 wach an Aethiopian, Therfoze it is wꝛit⸗ 
1 ten, Prou. 27. Though thou ſhouldeſt 
f bray a foole in a morter , emonge wheate 
4 brayed with a peſtell, yet will not his foo- 
| i liſhnes depart from him. Os that as longe 
i as we are in cuſtome with ſinne,the doꝛe 
| ofrepentanceis barred vp againſt vs. 

if The fifth hinderance is long eſcaping of 


puntlh- 


may aſwel alter nature as ſhake it ol, whẽ 


will, hee ſhall finde it as harde a matter to 


9 £ 


EET» mw ES Sa OE AR To Loi 


* 3 


of Rep entance. 


puniſhmef fo the wicked therby are * 
kened in ſinne, and dꝛinen of from repen 
fance,encn as an olde theke that hath fol 
len a long time, and eſcapeth beth pꝛiſon, 
and gallows,is animated moze boldelp ta 
pꝛocede in his wickednefle, thinking he 
ſhall ſo alwayes eſcape. So many filthy e 
loſe liuers go fo2ward in their abhomina⸗ 
tions without repentaunte, thinking that 
becauſe God doth not incontinẽtlp puniſh 
them, and ſhew ſome manifeſt iudgments 
t ſigne of his wzath vpon them, therekoꝛe 
* theyſhalbe acquited foꝛ alfogether,UWher# 
$ as confrariwiſe , if God ſhould by and by 
= firikethe down aſſone as they had ſinned 
by thundering vpon one, and lightning v- 
pon another, and raining fir e, x bꝛimſtone 
vpon the third it would make them afraid, 
Herevpon it is ſaide in Pet. 2.3.4. This 
firſt vnderſtand that there ſhal come in the 
laſt dayes mockers, which will walke af- 
ter their luſtes, and ſay where is the pꝛo⸗ 
miſe of his comming? Fo? ſince the fathers 
died al things continue alike from the be⸗ 
ginning of the creation But let theſe men 
weil knowe, that when God hath delayed 
a lang time, © pꝛolonged the terme cf the 
wicked, 
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witkedzat length he will chew although 
he waited fo2 their repentance, pet he foꝛ⸗ 
gate not their mildeedes, but regiſtred 
them befoze him, and packed them vp vpõ 
a great heape, to increaſe the terrour of 
his w2ath. 

The ſixt hinderance is the beholding of 
other mens endes. Foꝛ when ſome men 


that haue liued a wicked, x an vngratious 


life, and haue bene notozious annere euen 
fo the woꝛldward, ſo that euerp man coulo 
point at them: pet, if vpon their death bed 
they can ſay a fe we god woꝛdes, and crye 
God mercp, and ſap their pꝛaiers, and foꝛ⸗ 
giue al the woꝛld, and ſo die quietlp: It is 
merueilous to heare howe the kwlilh peo⸗ 
ple of the woꝛld will exalt them, e taſtifye 
them ſaping, hee made a very god ende, 
as any man could make, and died as quiet 
as a Lambe, æ ſet all things in god ozder 
befoꝛe he died. Herevpon an other wic⸗ 
ked 4 monfirovs verlet is encouraged to 
ſinne. Fo2 thinketh he, ſuch a man liued as 
loſelp as J, oꝛ any man elſe, and pet hee 
made a verie god ende, and whp may not 
J da ſo too? But alas theſe mens eyes 


are bleared. Foz fo die quictly is no to die 


godly 
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vaonur ünnes, ſpould ail per(ſh,and be dam⸗ 


On IE EE O_o oe erm ET 


of Repentance. 


godly, fo crie God mertie ſoꝛ faſhfon , is 
not to haue God mercirull, to ſay afewe 
p2ayers with teeth outwarde,ts not to die 
in the faith of Chꝛiſt, foꝛ many may doe all 
this, and pet die miſerably, 

The laſt let is hope of long life, foꝛ white 
men feedo, and beſette them le lues in this 
hope, they ware dꝛonken in fin, and defer 
the day of Repentance, As the riche man 
in the Luke. 12.dzeaming of his long life 
calf off all thought of God, and of the other 
life, and of Chꝛiſtes tomming, and of Res 
pentaunce, and all god thinges, and ſayd 
within himſelfe ; Boule thou halt muche 
gods laid vp foꝛ many yeres, liue at caſe, 
eate, dꝛinke, and take thy paſtime. Thus 
the bleareyed men of this world, choke vp 
Bepentance,4 quite (mother it by doting 
themſelues-with hope of long life. There⸗ 
foze my deare bꝛethꝛen, J beſech yon by 
the mecies of God in the bowels of Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, that none ofall theſe common lets 
may ſtay yon from ſpeedy, and vnkeigned 
Kepentance. Wut that you may ouerſtride 
them all, leaſt vnhappilp pou being kound 
without Repentance, and taken tard ie in 
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| and accozding to Chꝛiſts ſenfence, hers 


foze in concluſion, let vs with godly Eze⸗ 
chtas be afraide of Gods thꝛeateninges, 


fo;row afozehand, ſtand in awe of GD 


examine our conſcience , mourne fo2 our 
ſinnes,+lament inwardly, that when the 
Wicked which haue lwimmedin pleaſures 
here belowe, ſhall enter into their eternal 
papnes, we may then, J ſay there, haue e⸗ 
uerlaſi ing peace, t reſt, that when Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt ſhall appeare from heaven with all 
his holy Angels, we may haue crownes of 
gio2y,and vickozy clapped on our 2cxdes, 
and raigne with our God, ; our lauiour 
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his fonne, and all his © antes and An⸗ b 


geis.in the middeſt of all iso. in the bea- 


uens foꝛ euermoꝛe. To the which toy he 


being vs all, which hath ſo de ately bought 
vs, Jeſus Ch iſt the righteous: to whom 
with the father t the holy Ghoſt, be all ho- 
nour, gloꝛp, pꝛaiſe, power, empire, and do⸗ 
minion, now and foꝛ euermoꝛe. Amen. 


FINIS. 


